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The Department of Twin Research & Genetic Epidemiology (DTR) 

Policy Document for Collaboration 
 

 

COLLABORATIONS GENERAL 

 

Introduction  
 

This document summarises the management and collaboration policy of the 

Department of Twin Research & Genetic Epidemiology (DTR).  The DTR is part of 

Kingôs College London, and it is based at St. Thomasô Hospital, part of Guys and St 

Thomasô NHS foundation Trust (GSTT). It encompasses the biggest UK adult twin 

registry in the UK with 11,000 twins used to study the genetic and environmental 

aetiology of age related complex traits and diseases.  The cohort has extensive 

biological and Questionnaire data available on several hundred phenotypes and it is 

one of the most genotyped in the world. Further details of the DTR and the TwinsUK 

database can be found on our website (http://www.twinsuk.ac.uk) 

 

The DTR twin register is run as a resource for the research community. The resource 

is set up as a supported access resource rather than as an open access resource. 

 

Maintenance of our cohort is funded by the Wellcome Trust. For more information 

please go to the Wellcome Trust website (www.wellcome.ac.uk) 

Collaboration s ɀ Overview  
 

The department is looking to facilitate and encourage the sharing of data and material 

with the world scientific community in view to promote and contribute to further 

scientific research and generate new ideas and knowledge. 

 

Specifically the department of twin research is committed to open access with the aim 

to: 

 

I. Facilitate multidisciplinary research and general access to both phenotypic and 

genotypic data for diverse set of clinically related traits 

 

II. Publication in peer reviewed journals as well as creating open forum to 

interact with the scientific community   

Cohort Description  
 

Our cohort currently comprises 11, 000 twins registered on our database, of which 

6,000 are participating actively aged 16 to 100 with approximately equal numbers of 

identical (MZ) and non-identical (DZ) twins, predominantly female (80%) for 

historical reasons. Detailed collection of physical, physiological, behavioural and 

http://www.twinsuk.ac.uk/
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lifestyle data is carried out via twin visits to the DTR by a highly experienced team of 

researchers, and the completion of self-administered questionnaires, which are sent to 

the volunteers for completion every six months.  All studies have ethical approval 

from GSTT Ethics Committee. 

 

Collaboration ɀ Data 
 

We have collected extensive biological and questionnaire data on several hundred 

phenotypes related to common diseased or intermediate traits and it is also the most 

highly and deeply genotyped cohort in the world. 

 

All potential collaborators can access a list of phenotypes descriptions held at the 

DTR via our website www.twinsuk.ac.uk. 

 

A summary of data available on a large number of twins is listed below: 

 

 

 
 

 
Figure 1 Phenotypic data collected during twin visits and self-reported questionnaires 

 

 

Genotypic Data 

¶ GWAS Illumina ~6000 

¶ Gene Expression ~850 (fat, LCL, skin) 

¶ Sequence Data  (future) 
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Samples 

¶ DNA 

¶ Cell Lines 

¶ Serum 

¶ Plasma  

¶ Urine 

 

The DTR would like to state that it cannot guarantee data exclusivity.   

 

If there is a possibility of projects overlapping or other investigators/groups working 

on related topics, the steering committee may put you in contact with these groups 

and invite you to discuss your ideas before you proceed with your request.  In certain 

instances where the collaborator funds the collection of specific data, we will 

establish an embargo period for you to work exclusively on the data of either six 

months for you to work with your data or after your first publication is accepted 

(whenever comes first) before the data are made available to other potential 

collaborators 

 

Management  
 

Professor Tim Spector is the Scientific Director of the DTR and management of the 

department is the responsibility of the DTR steering committee (DTRSC).  The 

committee currently comprises  Tim Spector (Director); Deborah Hart (Executive 

Director/Chair); Frances Williams  (Senior Lecturer/Honorary Consultant); Kourosh 

Ahmadi (Senior Lecturer); Lynn Cherkas (Research Fellow), and Chris Hammond  

(NIHR Senior Research Fellow/Consultant Ophthalmologist).  

 

The DTR steering committee usually meets weekly every Monday to consider 

submission of proposals and papers.  Decisions on the most complex proposals will be 

overseen by the independent external Access Committee for CLS Cohorts, which 

oversees our collaborations. For more information on the CLS Access Committee 

please refer to www2.le.ac.uk/projects/birthcohort/oversight-committee. 
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SUBMISSION  PROCEDURE 
 

Requests for collection of new data or existing data and proposals for potential 

collaborations should be processed by submitting a completed DTR Proposal Form 

(Appendix 1) describing your scientific proposition to the DTRSC.  

 

The proposal should specify the data and/or samples required clearly. Individual 

variables need to be listed with an appropriate justification describing the 

aims/hypothesis of the project for which the data is requested. 

 

Please send your form to the Collaborations Coordinator, Victoria Vazquez   

(victoria.vazquez@kcl.ac.uk). 

 

Collaboration ɀ DTR Proposal Form 
 

Any proposals for collaboration will need to be made in writing using the DTR 

Proposal Form which you can find on our website (www.twinsuk.ac.uk). The 

proposal will need to clearly address the following areas: 

 

Science:  

Describe clearly the hypothesis, methods and aims of the scientific project for which 

the data is required 

 

Data: 

List and describe clearly the data and samples required indicating if you require new 

or existing data and if so from which subset and if you require phenotypic or 

genotypic data. Individual variables need to be specified.  

 

Collection of new data via a questionnaire or clinical test will need to be done 

internally at the DTR.  Further information on questionnaire guidelines can be found 

at http://www.twinsuk.ac.uk/collaborations.html 

 

If you are requesting biological samples or wish to carry out genotyping on DTR 

DNA you must complete the specific related sections including details on the type of 

sample required, amount needed and in case of DNA the minimum concentration 

required. Decisions on the use of biological samples will take into account the amount 

of the stored sample required, the amount in storage and the perceived scientific value 

of the proposed study. 

 

Funding:  

Please indicate the source of funding for the project. When considering applying for a 

grant, please specify if you require a member of the DTR to be a co-applicant. 

 

Ethical approval:  

Please indicate if the project has ethical approval from the collaborator institution 

ethics committee. If relevant a copy of the ethical approval letter will need to be 

submitted with the proposal. When necessary, the DTR will obtain ethical approval 

from their Ethics Committee.   

mailto:victoria.vazquez@kcl.ac.uk
http://www.twinsuk.ac.uk/
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DTR resources required:  

Please indicate if additional DTR resources will be required in the form of statistical 

or logistical support specifying the level of support needed.  

 

Collaborations - Outcome 
 

Upon submission of the DTR proposal form, the steering committee will review the 

proposal at their next weekly meeting and will return to you with the outcome 

(approved, rejected or pending), usually within three weeks.  You will be informed of 

the feasibility of the collaboration and advice on the next stage. The committee will 

take different factors into account when deciding the outcome of collaboration, which 

will be approved, rejected or pending 

 

1. Scientific and practical feasibility of proposed project 

2. Costs that that the project may entail 

3. Ethical approval for this project 

 

Proposal  Approved 
 

Once the request is approved by our committee you will be informed promptly by our 

collaborations administrator, and a Transfer Information Form (TIF) (Appendix 2) 

with details of your proposal will be sent to the KCL Business team, who will then 

contact you or your institution legal department to process the appropriate contract. 

Please note ï at this stage, negotiations will not be taking place between yourself and 

the DTR, but between the appropriate departments within KCL and your 

organisation. The agreement will be signed by these departments on behalf of yourself 

and the DTR. Once the agreement has been signed, KCL Business will send a copy to 

the DTR and the data/material will be released.  

 

Depending on the nature of the collaboration, this contract will refer to: 

(i) Transfer agreement for new or existing data/material  

(ii) Collaboration Agreement for new or existing data or samples, where 

further assistance may be requested for analysis or writing the paper  
 

Once the agreement is in place our IT (data) or laboratory team (material) will contact 

you and guarantee access to the data /material so you can start working on your 

project.  

 

For new data collected the collaborators will have six months protected access from 

the point at which the relevant dataset is provided for use. After that period other 

investigators will be free to apply to use these data. Collaborators must return a copy 

of the final dataset used in their analyses along with derived variables and 

descriptions of these variables on completion of the project or after submission of first 

publication.  
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Rejection of Proposal 
 

The DTR strives at all times to facilitate the sharing of data and potential 

collaborations within the scientific community. However in a few cases data requests 

or proposals may be rejected or deferred.   

 

A list of potential reasons for submission rejections are listed below: 

 

I. The DTR does not store the data that the collaborator requests 

 

II. The DTR will reject requests for depletable resources when the scientific aims 

of the project do not justify this. This will mainly apply to biological samples 

requests 

 

III. The request of data may be deferred, not rejected, in order to comply with the 

embargo period awarded to another previous request for the same data 

 

IV. Collection of the requested data/samples conflicts with our duty of care to the 

twins and arises ethical issues for the cohort 

 

A decision on rejection of collaborations will be overseen by the CLS oversight 

cohort who will do an independent assessment of your application before a final 

decision is reached. Also the Head of the Division at Kingôs College London, 

Professor Richard Trembath will be duly informed. 

 

Proposal Pending 
 

You may be asked to provide further details or resubmit your proposal so a decision 

can be reached if the initial information provided proved insufficient. When there is a 

possibility of overlap with other investigators or other groups are working on related 

topics then the DTRSC may put you in touch with these groups and invite you to 

discuss your ideas with them before you proceed with your request.  

 

Collaboration ɀ Proposed Audit  
 

On completion of the project it is compulsory for every scientist collaborating with us 

to send back to the DTR the list of new variables used in the publications, and a 

dissemination list emanating from this research. 

 

The DTR will contact you twelve months after approval of your submission and ask 

you to fill in an audit form (Appendix 3).  This form will aim to ascertain if the project 

reached the targets listed in the initial proposal, expected date of completion, potential 

publications, and also a request to submit new variables resulting from project to the 

DTR. 

 

 



King's College London 
Department of Twin Research  

10 

 

 

Collaboration Policy Document - Version 01 

April 2010 

 

If the project has not been completed, further audit forms will be sent to you every six 

months until completion 

 

The Audit Forms will be sent to you by the DTR Collaborations Coordinator. 

 

 

TYPES OF COLLABORATION  
 

 (i) Analysis of Existing Data  
 

Once the collaboration for analysis of existing data has been approved and the 

necessary contract/s signed (see Collaboration ï general issues), the relevant data 

will be released and ï if requested - advice on analysis of the dataset will be provided.  

 

Depending on the size of the dataset required, files may be sent by email (password 

protected) or made available via our secure FTP site.  In both cases, the Collaborator 

will require a password for access and the Collaborator will need to apply for the 

password in writing with the following information given: 

 

a. Specify names of people needing access to the data 

b. Average time access is required for, e.g. 6 month, 1 year. 

 

The Password is not transferable and breach of this will result in termination of the 

Collaboration agreement.  It is the responsibility of the Collaborator to inform the 

DTR of any changes to persons working on the data. 

 

 (ii) Collection  of New Data  
 

The DTR study team collect new data from the twins using self-completed 

questionnaires and DTR twin visits. These questionnaires and twin visits will require 

funding (see Costs section below) and a summary of costs will need to be revised and 

approved by you before the new data collection can commence 

 

(iii) Assays on Biological Samples and Genotyping  
 

To use biological samples or to carry out genotyping on DTR DNA you will need to 

provide us with details of the type of sample required, amount needed and in case of 

DNA the minimum concentration required. We will be unable to process requests 

which do not supply this information. If you would like further information about 

samples or laboratory procedures please contact the DTRSC.  Decisions on the use of 

biological samples will take account of the amount of the stored sample required, the 

amount in storage and the perceived scientific value of the proposed study.  
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DATA QUALITY AND STANDARDS 
 

All data are collected via standard SOPs which are adhered to by all staff involved in 

the data collection. This includes staff at the DTR as well as outside collaborators 

who may be involved in the data collection for a particular project. Information on 

phenotype collection is generally available from our existing publications which are 

available from our website or additional information is available on request.   

 

a. Intellectual property 

Currently the IP rights for existing data from TwinsUK rest with KCL and 

Guys and St Thomasô NHS Foundation Trust. In the case of Intellectual 

property rights occurring as part of a research project, KCL enterprises 

will be happy to discuss sharing of rights and assist in advising on and 

preparing patent applications. However we are keen primarily to publish 

results as soon as possible.   

 

b. Protection of Research Participants 

In order to assure confidentiality of our study participants is ensured at all 

times, we will only supply the data with relation to the study number and 

date of birth.  If further information is required, this needs to be requested 

formally in the proposal form. All our twins are aware that the data 

collected from them may be shared with other research collaborators but 

the TRU has agreed to ensure that their personal data is kept confidential 

at all times. 

 

c. Long-term preservation and sustainability 

 

All data collected as part of a visit to DTR are identified by the date of 

visit, study type and the visit month and incorporated into our final 

databases only when checked and cleaned by our staff. 

 

The DTR envisages that data will be made available to the research community at the 

earliest opportunity. Should there be any publications arising during the duration of 

the project, these will be made publicly available on the website as soon as they have 

appeared in press. 
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COSTS 

 

Collaboration ɀ Costs and Grants  
 

DTR receives funding from the Wellcome Trust and other grant funding bodies to 

support core activities. This does not extend to support for individual projects and 

collaborators will be expected to meet additional costs. These will be determined on a 

project-by-project basis and will reflect only the true costs to the DTR of providing 

the resources requested (ñcost recoveryò). Once we have agreed that a collaboration 

can proceed we will let you know how much it will cost. We will also agree 

distribution of indirect income at this stage.  

 

If you are submitting a grant to cover the costs of an agreed collaboration we require 

that you send the final copy of the grant including the finances for approval at least 

three weeks before the submission date. Proposals received less than three weeks 

before the submission deadline will not usually be approved. We are happy to provide 

a letter of collaboration once we have approved the collaboration and agreed the 

budget. For proposals to collect new data we prefer (unless there is a good reason) 

that a member of the DTRSC be a co-applicant so they can act as guarantor for the 

proposed new data. You should send us a copy of the award letter when you receive 

this and we will then arrange a start up meeting followed by annual review meetings 

to agree the objectives, timetable and staff required to meet the grant commitments.  

 

If funding for the Collaboration is via a specific grant, the DTR will be set up as a 

sub-contractor to this grant. 

 

CONTACTS WITH TWINS 
 

We have a duty of care to the twins and it is an ethical requirement that the twins are 

not overburdened. Therefore no collaborators are allowed to contact twins directly. 

Only members of the DTR research team will be allowed to contact study participants 

directly and this will only be done in exceptional circumstances with the knowledge 

and approval of the DTRSC. 

 

Confidentiality  
 

Protecting the confidentiality of the twins is a primary concern of the DTRSC and the 

TRU research team. Therefore no contact or tracing attempts made or identifiable 

details passed to third parties 
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AUTHORSHIP AND PUBLICATION  
 

a. Any publications, abstracts, posters etc which have come out of the Collaboration 

will need to be sent to the DTRSC for approval, at least 30 days prior to the deadline 

of submission for papers  - with a minimum of 7 working days for abstracts or posters  

 

We expect to process all papers within two weeks of receipt. We read all papers to 

check confidentiality is protected; to ensure that the paper will not bring the 

Department into disrepute; to try to identify overlap with other papers published or in 

preparation. We also provide advice and feedback to authors where we feel this may 

be helpful but our role is not primarily to provide formal peer review.  

 

b. The DTR has the right to withhold permission of publication of the above and will 

give reasons for doing so. 

 

c. Authorship on papers should follow standard practice.  All publications should 

reflect the involvement of the DTR and if there has been a designated person involved 

in the collaboration, they should be included as a co-author. 

 

d. Specific acknowledgement within the text is required. We have agreed a standard 

acknowledgements section that should be included as is or in a modified form to fit 

the journal requirements for all papers:  

 ñWe would like to thank the twins for their voluntary contribution to this 

research project. We would also like to thank the staff of the Twin Research 

Unit for their help and support in undertaking this project, especially staff in 

areas such as ééé(if only specific area covered).  The Wellcome Trust 

provides core support for DTR.    This research was specifically funded by 

<INSERT DETAILS FOR SPECIFIC PROJECT WHERE APPROPRIATE, 

including grant number>.ò  

 

 

Collaborators should send us copies of the final submitted draft and subsequent 

revised drafts. Collaborators should let us know when a paper is accepted and send 

through an electronic copy of the final published version. It is the authorôs 

responsibility to ensure papers are freely available for research funded by the 

Wellcome Trust and other funding bodies that require open access to publications 

arising from their funding. Authors are strongly advised to look at the following 

website on open access www.wellcome.ac.uk/openaccess. A list of publications 

arising from the study can be found on the DTR website (http://www.twinsuk.ac.uk).  
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PR POLICY 
 

All press releases on research arising from the study should be seen and approved by 

the DTRSC. We may decide to press release certain articles and will expect the lead 

author on the paper to agree the press release with the KCL public relations team and 

to be available to deal with media enquiries and interviews. We may also ask authors 

to prepare a précis of important papers to include in reports to funders and future 

applications for future core support.  

 

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY 
 

Intellectual property rights belong to the DTR, Kingôs College London. We will 

consider dividing intellectual property rights where collaborators will be making a 

particular contribution. Any such division must be considered and agreed before the 

collaboration starts.  

 

 

FEEDBACK  

This policy was last updated in April 2010. We welcome feedback, comments and 

suggestions. Please send your comments to victoria.vazquez@kcl.ac.uk . 
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 DOCUMENTS NEEDED FOR COLLABORATIONS 

 

ü DTR Proposal form (Appendix 1) 

 

ü Transfer Information Form (Appendix 2) 

 

ü Audit form (Appendix 3) 
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Appendix 1 

 

 
DTR PROPOSAL FORM 

 

Collaboratorôs outline proposal of a project to use existing DTR data and/or biological samples or 

for the collection of new data 
 

1. Applicants: 

Principal applicant: 

 

Name:   

 Institution:  

Email:  

Telephone:  

Department  

Address:  

  

 

Co-applicants: Names:  

 

2. Project title   
 

 Proposed Start 

date: 

 

Proposed End date:  

 

3. Funding: 

 Has the project been or will it be peer reviewed? Yes         No   

 If so, by what organisation?     

 Source of  funding: (If not specified above)       

 Has funding been sought? *   Yes         No   

 What is the deadline for application to the 

funder? 

 

 

 *Please note that applications for funding must be reviewed by the DTR PRIOR to submission to a 

funding body, require a DTR member to be a Co-Applicant and should be received AT LEAST three 

weeks before the deadline for submission. 

    

4. Variables requested: 

 Please indicate which of  the following are requested/required for this proposal & give full details in your 

scientific outline (pg 4): 

 Existing questionnaire data   Indicate the subset you require 

 Existing data from twin visits   Indicate the subset you require 

 Existing data from biological samples  

 Existing samples (eg. serum, plasma)  

 New questionnaire data  

 New data from twin visits  

 New data from biological samples  

 New samples (eg. serum, plasma)  

 Genomewide scan data  

 GWAS Results   
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5. Justification: 

Please state below the rationale for using DTR data for this study, including consideration of other 

study methods considered (e.g. case-control): 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

6. Ethical approval: 

Does the study have ethical approval from a recognised Institutional Review Board/Ethics 

Committee?    Yes      No      NA  

For analysis of existing data, generic DTR Ethics approval will operate and the NA box above may 

be ticked. 

If Yes, please append a copy of the approval. 

If No , please specify arrangements for obtaining appropriate approvals: 

  

  

7. Laboratory A nalysis: 

 If the study involves analysis of biological samples (including DNA) please give details of the 

laboratory where analysis will be carried out. Also please provide list of all proposed genotypes 

and sample analysis in appendix. 

 Laboratory: 

 

 

 

 

 Contact person in your laboratory: 

  

  

 
Is your laboratory covered by a Human Tissue Authority licence?   Yes       No  

 

 If Yes, please give contact details of HTA designated individual. 

  

 

  

8. Scientific outline: 

Please provide a 1-2 page outline of your proposal (see pg 4), highlighting the specific 

requirements of the project for the DTR data specified above.  Please ensure that for studies 

involving biological samples (including DNA) that you specify the material requested and the 

volume and concentration required. 

 

As these details will become part of the data transfer agreement, please be as specific as possible 

about any phenotype data required.  It would be helpful at this stage if you could list DTR variable 

codes of interest - either P (phenotype) or Q (questionnaire) codes (please see website 

www.twinsuk.ac.uk phenotype list under Scientific Community) - or give summary variables (eg. 

Migraine) and also indicate the sample size, types of twin,  and age range. 
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 Example of information we need to be included: 

 

 Variable P or Q codes  Twin type  Sample size, & Age range 

 Migraine Summary variable MZ & DZ Females only All aged 30-60 

 IGE in Serum P002584 MZ only  Males & Females 1,000 aged 18-80 

 

  

9. Agreement: 

 Signature: 

  

 If you are sending this form by email then you should note that in the absence of an electronic 

signature, the emailing of this proposal constitutes your personal certification that the details are 

correct. 

 

 Date: 

  

 

   

 Name (on behalf of Applicants)  

  

  

  

 

 

. 

 

Please fill in the project scientific outline (pgs 4-6) and then send completed form to 

VICTORIA .VAZQUEZ @KCL .AC.UK  

 

 

This form has been designed to comply with the Wellcome Trust requirements and Open Access 

guidelines  
 

 
Project scientific outline 

 

Please ensure you address the following questions in you proposal: 

 

i) What material/data do you require? 

ii)  Describe sample size, types of twins and age range requested. 

iii)  Describe the research will you be undertaking with the material/data. 

iv) Are the materials/data currently available (ñexistingò) or will they need to be collected 

(ñnewò)? 

v) Is genotype data required? 

vi) Will ñnewò data be collected by questionnaire or during twin visits? 

vii)  Will you require any help from DTR statisticians for analysis of data? If so, please give 

details of extent of help required. 
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Appendix 2 

 

 
OUTGOING MTA INFORMATION FORM 

 
There are explanatory notes at the back of this form. Please give full answers to the questions below so we 
can draft the terms of the MTA to match the recipientôs needs and any requirements that may have been 
placed on you and the College during the development of the material (e.g. by external organisations who 
have helped fund its development). 
 

CONTACT DETAILS OF LEAD ACADEMIC  AT KINGôS 

Name:  School:  

Division / Dept:  E-mail:  

Telephone:  Mailing 
address: 

 

 
CONTACT DETAILS OF ORGANISATION RECEIVING MATERIAL 
Organisation:  Contact 

name: 
 

E-mail:  Telephone:  

Role (e.g. scientist, business manager):  
 

Project Title and DTR reference number 

Use of TwinsUK data for testing of a novel multivariate method (E143) 

 

ABOUT THE MATERIAL 

1. What is the material (e.g. antibody, cell 
line, tissue, vector, compound, DNA, data, GMO 
etc.)?  Please give a brief description, a name 
and an approximate date of creation. 

 

2. What quantities of the material are to be 
supplied? 

 

3. How long do you wish to let the recipient 
use the material? 

 

4. Was the material originally created at the 
College or elsewhere? If elsewhere, please 
specify. 

 

5. If any external funding or support was 
used to create the material, give details including 
Aptos account code/s if this took place at Kingôs. 

 

6. If the material was received by you as a 
gift or is subject to any written agreement, please 
give details. 

 

7. Please indicate whether you wish to 
charge the recipient a fee to cover the costs of 
your preparing and sending the materials to 
them and how much it should be.  See notes 

 

8. Has there been (or are you planning) any 
publication describing the material, or is the 
material confidential information / know-how? 

 

9. If you know that the recipient intends to 
use the material in research supported by an 
external funding body (e.g. a Research Council, 
a charitable foundation or the EU), please give 
details. 

 

 

10. Please provide below a brief outline of the work the recipient will be undertaking with the material.  
Where the recipient will use the material for evaluation purposes only rather than to carry out a 
programme of research, please make this clear.  
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1. If the Recipient is a commercial organisations or else needs to use the 

material with or for a commercial organisation (e.g. in a research 
collaboration / contract / clinical trial), do you have the full ethical approvals 
and Participant Informed Consent forms necessary to grant such rights for 
commercial use and access?  (N/A if not applicable)  If óNoô please clarify. 

  

2. Did any collaborators outside Kingôs contribute to the generation of the 
material? If so, please specify. 

  

3. Were there any materials used in creating the material or incorporated into 
the material brought here from / supplied to you by another institution? (e.g. 
if the requested material is a plasmid, were any parts of that plasmid such 
as a promoter or an IRES or marker obtained from elsewhere?).  If yes, 
has permission been obtained allowing you to supply the material?   

  

4. Are you aware of any other existing agreements relating to the materials (e.g. 
research grants / contracts, clinical trials, collaboration agreements, 
consultancies, confidentiality agreements, other MTAs)? If yes, provide 
further details. 

  

5. Where this material been published in a journal, has the journal  imposed a 
duty on the author/s to make any materials described in the publication 
freely available for non-commercial research? 

  

6. Will the recipient use the material in humans or for clinical or diagnostic 
purposes?  If óYesô please give details. 

  

7. Is the material for use in a clinical trial?    

8. Is the material of human origin? See notes   

9. Is the material toxic, pathogenic or a GMO?  If óYesô, please specify.   

10. Does the material requires more than standard laboratory precautions or 
safety measures?  If óYesô, please specify. 

  

11. Has the material been developed using material or input under license from 
a third party (e.g. GFPs?)  If óYesô, has permission been granted to you 
to supply the material to other organisations? 

  

12. Is there any reason why the Recipientôs research with the material should 
not be publishable according to normal academic practice (subject to 
College approval, any reasonable delays we may request and giving due 
academic credit to you and the College), or why the Recipient should not be 
free to use its findings for further academic purposes (e.g. if the recipient is 
a commercial organisation using the material for evaluation purposes only)  
If óYesô please specify. 

  

13. Is this material covered by any patent or other intellectual property right held 
by Kingôs or a College spin-out company? If óYesô please specify. 

  

14. Do you think that this material is commercially valuable or useful?  If óyesô, 
do you know of any companies interested in the material? 

  

 

If you have any particular concerns regarding the material or the MTA , please indicate them below:- 
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School of Medicine 
Division of Genetics  
& Molecular Medicine 
 
 
Department of Twin 
Research & Genetic  
Epidemiology  

 
 
Head of Department 
Prof Tim D Spector MD MSc FRCP 

 
 

 
Department of Twin Research  
1st Floor South Wing 
St Thomasô Hospital 
Westminster Bridge Road 
London SE1 7EH 
Tel  +44 (0) 20 7188 5555 
Fax  +44 (0) 20 7188 6761  
Website: www.twinsuk.ac.uk 

 
Audit Report  

Department of Twin Research 

ñTitle of Projectò 

 
Audit Form for Collaborative Projects  

Date  Form Sent by DTR  Click here to enter a date. Collaboration No:   

PI Name  Click here to enter text.  

Institution  Click here to enter text.  

Title of Project  Click here to enter text.  
 

Date of  project  approval  Click here to enter a 
date. 

Date Form Completed  Click here to enter a 
date. 

 

Have the aims of the project been achieved? (provide reasons when relevant) 

Yes
 

No 
 

Partly
  

Have new derived variables been created and if so have you sent all new data to the department? 

Yes
 

No
 

Ongoing
 

Click here to enter a date. 
 

Please list phenotype names and attach file if not previously sent (if applicable):  

 
Clic here to enter text.  
 

 Please indicate below status of the project  and enter  expected date of completion (when applicable)  

Completed
 

Ongoing
 

Failed
 

If ongoing please enter the expected date of completion below  
 Click here to enter a date. 
 

Please list all publications / dissemination arising from this project and describe submission status 

Click here to enter text.  
 

Name: Enter here  name of applicant Date:  Click here to enter a date. 

Please email this form back to:  
 victoria.vazquez@kcl.ac.uk  

 

 


